
McKaela O’Brien 
Western Michigan University 

1950 1960 1970 

JOBM 

1980 





The Historical Roots of Organizational Behavior 
Management in the Private Sector: The 1950s-1980s 

 
Dr. Alyce M. Dickinson (2000) 

 
Journal of Organizational Behavior Management (JOBM) 



1960 1950s 1970 

JOBM 

1980 

The main influences that led up to OBM   



1953  Skinner, B. F. Science and human behavior (Chapter XXV, 

 Economic Control). New York: Free Press. 

1954 Skinner, B. F. The science of learning and the art of 

 teaching. Harvard Educational Review, 24, 86-97. 

1958 Skinner, B. F. Teaching Machines. Science, 128, 969-977. 

1959 Ayllon, T. & Michael, J. The psychiatric nurse as a 

 behavioral engineer. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of 

 Behavior, 2, 323-334 





1950 1960 1970 JOBM 1980 





Jack Michael 



THE PSYCHIATRIC NURSE AS A BEHAVIORAL ENGINEER 
TEODORO AYLLON AND JACK MICHAEL 

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 

1950 1960 1970 JOBM 1980 



1950 1960s 1970 

JOBM 

1980 

Programmed Instruction/Training   
Performance Management 



1953  Skinner, B. F. Science and human behavior (Chapter XXV, 

 Economic Control). New York: Free Press. 

1954 Skinner, B. F. The science of learning and the art of 

 teaching. Harvard Educational Review, 24, 86-97. 

1958 Skinner, B. F. Teaching Machines. Science, 128, 969-977. 

1959 Ayllon, T. & Michael, J. The psychiatric nurse as a 

 behavioral engineer. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of 

 Behavior, 2, 323-334 



1961 Holland, J. G., & Skinner, B. F. The analysis of behavior.  New York: 

 McGraw-Hill.  

1961 Aldis, O. Of pigeons and men. Harvard Business Review, 39, 297-300. 

1965 Nathan, P. E., & Wallace, W. H. An operant measure of TV commercial 

 effectiveness. Journal of Advertising Research, 5, 13-20. 

1966 Brethower, D. M. & Rummler, G. A. (1966). For improved work performance: 

 Accentuate the positive. Personnel 43, 40-49. 

1966 Ulrich, R., Stachnik, T., & Mabry, J. (Eds.). Control of human behavior (Chapter 9: 

 Modification of behavior in industry and advertising, 3 articles). Glenview, IL: 

 Scott, Foresman. 

1969 Nord, W. R. Beyond the teaching machine: The neglected area of operant 

 conditioning in the theory and practice of management. Organizational Behavior 

 and Human Performance, 4, 375-401. 





1950 1960 1970 JOBM 



1950 1960 1970 JOBM 









Industrial Education 
Development Corp. 

 
 

Behavioral Systems, Inc. 
(BSI) 

1950 1960 1970 JOBM 1980 



1950 1970s 1960 

JOBM 

1980 

Performance Management   
Behavioral Systems Analysis 



1953  Skinner, B. F. Science and human behavior (Chapter XXV, 

 Economic Control). New York: Free Press. 

1954 Skinner, B. F. The science of learning and the art of 

 teaching. Harvard Educational Review, 24, 86-97. 

1958 Skinner, B. F. Teaching Machines. Science, 128, 969-977. 

1959 Ayllon, T. & Michael, J. The psychiatric nurse as a 

 behavioral engineer. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of 

 Behavior, 2, 323-334 



1961 Holland, J. G., & Skinner, B. F. The analysis of behavior.  New York: 

 McGraw-Hill.  

1961 Aldis, O. Of pigeons and men. Harvard Business Review, 39, 297-300. 

1965 Nathan, P. E., & Wallace, W. H. An operant measure of TV commercial 

 effectiveness. Journal of Advertising Research, 5, 13-20. 

1966 Brethower, D. M. & Rummler, G. A. (1966). For improved work performance: 

 Accentuate the positive. Personnel 43, 40-49. 

1966 Ulrich, R., Stachnik, T., & Mabry, J. (Eds.). Control of human behavior (Chapter 9: 

 Modification of behavior in industry and advertising, 3 articles). Glenview, IL: 

 Scott, Foresman. 

1969 Nord, W. R. Beyond the teaching machine: The neglected area of operant 

 conditioning in the theory and practice of management. Organizational Behavior 

 and Human Performance, 4, 375-401. 











By Dale Brethower 



1950s:  
Programmed 
Instruction/ Training 

1960s:  
Performance 
Management 

1970s:  
Behavioral 
Systems Analysis 



1950 

JOBM 

1960 1970 
1980-
Present Day 





www.obmnetwork.com 



McKaela O’Brien 
Western Michigan University 

mckaela.p.obrien@wmich.edu 


