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As behavior analysts we believe behavior change can be achieved, whether that
is organizational, individual, or systemic change. Changes in public policy at both
a state and federal level in the United States have continued to impact the
practice of behavior analysis in recent years (e.g., licensure laws, autism
insurance, mental health parity). These developments have made it more
important than ever for behavior analysts, and those impacted by these policies,
to participate in public policy efforts. This presentation will discuss the basics of
public policy from a behavior analytic perspective, review public policies relating
to the practice of behavior analysis, and provide useful strategies to increase
the effectiveness of grassroots advocacy efforts, while highlighting our ethical
obligations along the way.
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Amanda N. Kelly, PhD, (BCBA-D) :nx1n

Amanda N. Kelly, PhD, BCBA-D, LBA (also known as
Behaviorbabe) obtained her bachelors in elementary
education from Shepherd University, her masters in
behavioral education, and doctorate in behavior analysis from

Simmons University. Dr. Kelly has served on multiple boards
and committees including Together For Our Keiki, the Hawai‘i
Association for Behavior Analysis, and the Hawai‘i Disability Rights Center. Dr.
Kelly's dedication and commitment to improving access to services, as well as
her outstanding advocacy, has resulted in several awards including Jerry Shook
Practitioner of the Year (2012), Advocacy Group of the Year (2015), and Provider
Advocate of the Year (2019). Dr. Kelly is considered a thought-leader in behavior
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